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Fourier was born at Besancon, on the 7th of April, 1772. He died in Paris, on the 10th of October, 1837. He was a
man of nervous-bilious temperament; of a strong slight frame and 5 feet 6 or 7 inches high; with active habits
of mind and body. He died of exhaustion, after a very shortillness, arising from inflammation of the bowels. His
father was a linen-draper in Besancon: Fourier was educated in that city. He left school at the age of 18, and
was placed with a linen-draper at Rouen, where he remained two years. From Rouen he went to Lyons, where
he lived as a merchant and as a merchant s clerk, during the best part of his life. Fourier was educated for
business. He had what is termed a high-school education until he was eighteen years of age. He knew Latin well
enough to read the classic authors, and was exceedingly well versed in history and in geography. These seem to
have been through life his favorite studies, in addition to his philosophical and social speculations. The latter
were the great absorbing questions of his whole existence. His letters and his writings show that from his
earliest youth he was of a thoughtful, speculative turn of mind. Though bred to commerce, he disliked the
duplicity of mercantile pursuits. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst...
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